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THE APOLOGY. 


aſſerted by ſome perſons, that all 


« the Diſenting Miniſters of the Preſby- | 
terian Claſs in this Country, are Arians 


£ 


* 


* and Socmians; otherwiſe, that they 
c 


N 


ce do.” Be it known to the World, 
that this Charge is falſe in fact. It is 
as unjuſt as to ſay, that a// the Clergy 
of the Lſfabliſbed Church are Arians and 
Socinians, becauſe ſome of their Brethren 
have publiſhed books in that ſtrain. 


The Orthodox among us, muſt allow 


their Brethren the /ame Liberty which 
they enjoy themſelves, whatever uſe 


they make of it; and for that they are 
anſwerable to God and not to Men. 


The unhappy Differences among us, 


and ſome of them relating to ſubjects 5 


of the laſt importance in Religion, is 
not a caſe peculiar to us, but it is com- 
mon to all the denominations of Chri- 
ſtians in this kingdom. Unzformicy 9 7 
Sentiments will never pre * in a Land 
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W Hereas it has been inſinuated and 


would not aſſociate together as they 
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To the Chriſtian Congregation 
aſſembling together tor Publick 
Worſhip at MokxLEVY CHAPEL. 


My Friends and C briftion Brethren, 


manner, to inform you of my ſenti- 
ments reſpecting ſome of the important 
and peculiar doctrines of the goſpel ; No; 
you know theſe already; I have declared 
them to you, and. preſſed them upon you 
over and over from the pulpit. But, as I 


I Do not addreſs you, in this publick 


am. perſuaded that the following particulars 
are nearly connected with our preſent comfort 


and everlaſting ſalvation, I preſent you. with 
this little Manual, as a fmall token of my 


| ſincere regard for your beſt intereſts; and as 
a Memorial, to refreſh your memories on thoſe 


heads, which I have ſo often inſiſted upon 


among you. I muſt further premiſe, that 


the deſign of this ſhort addreſs is not to con- 
vince any of you that you have run into 
erroneous notions in religion; for I do not 
know that any one of you u differs in ſentiments 


from the truths here aſſerted: But ſtill I 


think it my duty to warn you to be upon 


your guard againſt, and to charge you to 
Lal th, A 2 avoid 


8 . * * 
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avoid theſe two dangerous and fatal extremes 
of the preſent day, viz. Inſidelity on the one 
hand, and Enthuſiaſm on the other. Real 
_ Chriſtianity is often crucified ' between theſe 


two thieves, as its blefled author was on the 
croſs at Feruſalem. 

By Inſidels I mean, all thoſe who reject 
the Goſpel of Chriſt either wholly or in part. 
By Enthuſiaſts J mean, thoſe who pretend 
that they are guided by the Spirit of God, 
when they do not uſe the means of grace; and 
that ſay they can underſtand ſcripture by in- 
ſpiration, without other helps. Between theſe 
two extremes the middle way is the ſafeſt, i. e. 
to be guided by the joint and united voice 
of the Word and Spirit of God, in the uſe of 
all the appointed means, and under the proper 
influence of ſound reaſon and a good conſcience. 
This is that narrow, but ſafe way which lead- 
eth unto life, and few there be that find it. 
Matt. vii. 14. Few indeed! The many have 
miſſed their road, both as to matters of faith 
and practice; and there are but little hopes 
of their recovery. Sins and errors are a bot- 
tomleſs pit, where thouſands periſn. If this 
little Memorial ſhould happen to fall into the 
hands of any perſons, who have unhappily 
run into either of the foregoing extremes, 1 
have little or no hopes that it will prove of 
any uſe to them; for we have ſeldom, if 
ever, any inſtances that perſons of theſe cha- 
rafters are converted from the errors of their 


ways. 1 


My chief deſign, then. herein. is, to beat 
my teſtimony to What I take to be the Truth 
as it is in Jeſus; and to endeavour to confirm 
and eſtabliſh your ſouls in the chriſtian fazzk 
and pradlice. For this purpoſe, I ſhall re- 
commend to your ſerious attention, the fol- 


lowing ſhort hints, ſketches and abſtracts, 


of what I have, from time to time, explained 
to you, and inculcated upon you more at 
large, in the courſe of my miniſtry among 
you: And. to you I appeal, to your reaſon 


and to your conſciences, whether theſe prin- 
ciples be not. grounded on the everlaſting 


goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Sect. I. The Knowledge of God and of 
ourſelves muſt be the firſt principle of all true. 
religion. For it is plain, that we can nei- 
ther love, nor fear, nor truſt in, nor obey 
God, but in proportion to what we know 


of him. As it is impoſſible, in common life, 


to love an object, concerning which you 
know nothing at all; ſo it is in religion; 
you cannot love God with all your hearts, . 
unleſs you have ſome previous knowledge of 
him, as worthy of your eſteem and regard. 
The Knowledge of yourſelves, allo, 18 abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to ſalvation; for in propor- 
tion as you are acquainted with your own. 
real character, as men and as ſinners, will you 
repent and believe the Goſpel. And unleſs. 
you take noticce of, and obſerve the workings. 
of your own minds, you cannot diſcern your 

| B 35 on 
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own ſtate and condition, and whether you 
be good or bad men. To know God and our- 
_ fetves, then, is the foundation of all that 1s truly 
good. Vid. John xvii. 3.—2 Cor. xii, 5 
Labour, therefore, with care and diligence, 
for this knowledge; uſe all the means which 


God has given you for that purpoſe, and 
pray earneſtly for the enlightning influences 


of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Sect. II. The knowledge of Cod and of 


ourſelves may, in ſome meaſure, be obtain- 


ed by the light of nature and reaſon. The 
T007ks of creation declare the power and wi/- 
dom of God; and the dictates of reaſon will 
inform us, in part, what we ourſelves are, 


what relation we bear, and what duties we 


owe to other beings ; but the Word of God 


only, is our infallible guide in theſe im- 


portant diſcoveries. Here we are fully af- 
ſured, not only that God is poſſeſſed of all 
the perfections of power, wiſdom, juſtice and 


truth; but alſo that he is merciful and gracious, 


ready to be reconciled to all true penitents. 
This is one of the peculiar glories of the 
goſpel of Chriſt, and what the wiſeſt and 


beſt of the heathen world could never at- 


tain to by the mere light of nature. It is in 


dis bleſſed goſpel only, that we are favoured | 


with that great bleſſing, viz. the full afſu- 
rance of faith and hope reſpecting the pardon 
of tin and liſe everlaſting, Remember, there- 
fore, that by converſing with this rack 
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book, and by examining your hearts and 
lives in the light of its precepts, promiſes 
and examples, that * are to acquire that 
ſaving knowledge of yourſelves, which will 
lead you to faith, bolrneſs and ER now 
and for ever. 


Sect. III. The divine — of the 
goſpel (and conſequently of all ſcripture) 
will appear in the ſtrongeſt and cleareſt light 
to the reaſon and conſcience of every im- 
partial and unprejudiced enquirer. The 
doctrines and duties recommended there, 
have the moſt plain and evident tendency to 
promote true religion, the glory of God, 
and the real welfare of mankind. Theſe 
have been confirmed by miracles the moſt 
unexceptionable; and the force of evidence, 
in this caſe, has produced conviction in the 
minds of thouſands, in every age, and in 
all nations where the goſpel has been 


preached. The wiſeſt and beſt of men in 


all countries where chriſtianity has been ſuf- 
ficiently known, have gladly embraced it. 


Very few, in compariſon, have rejected its 


divine authority; and thoſe few, have been 
generally perſons of the moſt profligate and 
wicked moral character; free thinkers being 
commonly very free livers. And therefore, 


they have employed all their wit and malice, 
to endeavour to overturn the goſpel ; 


cauſe they were conſcious to themſelves, that 


if the goſpel ſtood firm as the truth of God, 
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it would prove to them the /avour of death i; 
unto death. But the chief evidence of the 
truth of the goſpel, for the ſatisfaction of 


common chriſtians, is that mentioned by the i; 


apoſtle, 1 John v. 10. He that believeth on | 


the Son of God, hath the witneſs in himſelf, 


That 1s, every true chriſtian has, in his own 
heart, a powerful witneſs to the truth and di- 


vine authority of. the goſpel: 
And is not this your caſe, my brethren | # 
I hope, and am perſuaded that it is the caſe 
with ſome of you. 
experienced the 
of the dofrines and precepts of the goſpel, re- 


newing your hearts, and reforming your. 
lives? Have you not found that ſupport and 


comfort in the word of God, which the world 


could neither give nor take away ? Is not 


this a convincing proof, that the Goſpel is 
the power of God unto ſalvation ? In propor- 


tion, therefore, as you have this witneſs in 


yourſelves, you have ſolid grounds for your 
Faith and hope. in Jeſus Chriſt, and in that 


eternal life, which he has revealed, purchaſed 
and promiſed to believers. 


Sect. IV. It is in the ſcriptures only that 
God is made known to us under the charac- 
ters Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; and that, | 
under each of theſe characters or perſonalities, 
he 75 God. The Divinity of the Father and 
of the Holy Ghoſt, has been commonly re- 


| ceived among moſt chriſtians as a ſcripture 
| doctrine; 


Have you not felt and 
power and divine infſuence 
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ath Hoctrine; but ſeveral of thoſe who call 


Shemſelves rational divines, reject the divinity 
of % Chriſt the Son of Cod, as an ab ſurd and un- 


the FVeaſonable doctrine. I have often obſerved 


mo to you, that the real and proper divinity of 
e. Pur Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, is a doctrine that 
wn we muſt entirely receive or reject upon the 
4. uthority of revelation. Unaſſiſted reaſon has 


lieve ſcripture to be of divine authority, 
aſe [and find that this doctrine is contained in 
nd that book, we muſt then receive it as the 
ice record which God gave of his Son Feſus Chriſt. 
rer And I muſt confeſs that it appears to me, 
ur: that this doctrine (of the reul divinity of 
nd Chriſt) is the plain and conſtant language 
1d fof the New Teſtament. As fuch I heartily: 
"Ot receive it, and rejoice in it as the pillar and 
is glory of the chriſtian religion. For my own 
pr part, I pay no regard to the vain and carnal 
J reaſonings of the diſputers of this world a- 
gainſt this doctrine. That the bleſſed goſpel 
aſſerts it in the ſtrongeſt terms, is to me ſuf- 
ficient authority for the belief of it. Chriſt 
1s called God with us, Mat. i. 23. and G 
manifeſt in the fleſh, 1 Tim. in. 16. I have. 
at different times, endeavoured to explain to 


Ex. Gr. The true God only is the proper 
object of religious worſhip. Mat. iv. 10. 
Religious worſhip is given to Chriſt in the 
New Teſtament. Acts. vii. 57. Therefore, 
Chriſt 1s the true God. k 1 s 
. Again, 


nothing at all to do in this caſe. If we be- 


you the ſcripture grounds of this doctrine.” © | 


10 


Again; The true God only knows all things, 
and the hearts of all mankind in particular. 
1 Kings viii. 39. Chriſt knows all things, 
John xxi. 17. And what is in all men, John | 
ii. 24, 25. Therefore Chriſt is the true God. 
Again; The true God only is omnipreſent, i 


or every where at once, Jer. xxiii. 23, 24. 


Chriſt 1s preſent every where, Mat. xviii. 20. | 
Chap. xxviii. 19, 20. And therefore Chriſt } 


is the true God. Again; The true God only 


is the creator who made all things, Iſa. xliv. 24. 
Chriſt made all things, John i. 3. And there- 


fore Chriſt is the true God. Add to this, 
that in the form of baptiſm, preſcribed by 
our Lord himſelf, Matt. xxvili. 19, it is ex- | 
preſly commanded to 4 in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. N. B. If this does not imply, the 


real and proper divinity of the Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, will it not involve the text in groſs ab- 


ſurdity, to ſuppoſe that the authority of mere 


creatures, is joined to the creator in the form 


of chriſtian baptiſm ? Let me here quote | 
the words of the learned and pious Dr. Dod-- | 
dridge, in a note on this text, in his Family 


Expoſitor, Vol. II. page 646. viz. © Theſe 


< words contain fo ſtrong an intimation, that. 
e tach of theſe Perſons is properly God, and 


* that worſhip is to be paid, and glory. 
„ aſcribed to each, that I cannot but hope, 


they will be the means of maintaining the 


e belief of the one, and the practice of the. 
9 other, among the generality of Chriſtians; 
tO. 


] - 1 
N85, te to the end of the world.” It is, therefore, 
Mar. pon the authority of ſcripture, that we re- 
* ceive the doctrine of the Trinity —Fatber, Son 
0 7 and Holy Gheſt, three Perſons, but one undi- 
% Aided only living and true God. This Truth 
ent, we adore, as what the Great Jebovab has re- 
*4+ vealed of himſelf; whoſe Being, Nature, and 
4 - Perfections, r no finite Creature can com N 
hend. |; 
And now, my brethren, I appeal to your 
2＋ Fown common ſenſe and conſcience, whether 
w_ theſe plain and exprefs declarations of God 
by I bimſelf, be no: ſufficient grounds for your 

belief of this doctrine? Surely the great, 


ge the good God has never intended to impoſe 
54 upon you in this point. Be guided, there- 
= fore, by ſcripture only in this caſe, and pay 
oly Ino regard to the prophane and vain bablings 
b. of weak or wicked men who oppoſe the 


truth. 


m Set. V. The fall of wenkind to an eſtate 
of /in and miſery, in conſequence of the diſ- 


5 obedience and tranſgreſſion of our firſt pa- 
+ rents, as well as the method of our recovery 
= from that ſtate through Jeſus Chrift, are 
d doctrines of great importance in religion, and 

which, I apprehend, are ſtrongly and clearly 


ſaſſerted in the goſpel. As to the fall of man, 
or the entrance of moral evil into this world, 
together with the effects and conſequences 
of it, our own reaſon and conſciences ſee 
and feel che reality thereof. But the 9 
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counted /nners before God; even children 


112 ] 
how this /in and miſery were introduced, thg 
light of nature can never find out with an) 
certainty. The wiſeſt of the Heathen Philo 
ſophers, were entirely at a loſs how to ac 
count for it. But the ſcripture reſolves the 
caſe by declaring expreſsly, Rom. v. 12 
That by one man, fin entered into the world 
and death by fin; and ſo death paſſed upon all 
men, for that all have finned. 

Here, then, it is plain, that all men who, 
are ſubjected to death, are, in ſome ſenſe, ac-Þ 


who have not ſinned by actual tranſgreſſion, 
verſe 14. For where there is no /n there 
can be no death. The deluge of in, then 
muſt be as univerſal as 2 reign of death: 


For ſo the apoſtle argues, Rom. v. 15. This, 


methinks, my brethren, is a very plain caſe; 
give ſerious attention to the ſubject; liſten, 
without prejudice, to the voice of ſcripture} 
recollect and obſerve, with impartiality, the 
workings of your own minds; let the evi- 
dence of fads produce conviction in your 
conſciences, and then you muſt confeſs that 

you yourſelves and all men are ſinners. Read 
the ſcripture account of the corruption and} 
depravity of human nature, Gen. vi. 5. Aud 
Cod ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was] 
great in the earth, and thbt every imagination f 


the thoughts of his heart was evil continually. 


N. B. What is here ſaid of the Old World, is 
fill true of every impenitent ſinner, more or 


leſs. Where n not only that his 
wic k- 
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evickedneſs is great, by alis of open rebellion 
againſt God; but alſo that the very thoughts 
of his heart are evil continually. 


Obj. I know it will be ſaid by ſome, 
6s Thar this is not the caſe 47zver/ally ; that 
cc 1t is true only of the moſt abandoned pro- 

e fligates, and that many who were never 
converted by the goſpel, are, notwith- | 
* ſtanding, good moral men, who ſhall ob- 
„e tain final happineſs in the future ſtate.” 


Anſw. To this let the word of God reply: 
For I ſpeak only of thoſe, and to thoſe who 
enjoy it, 1 Kings viii. 46. There is no man 
"Ecclef. vii. 20. There is not 
a juſt man upon earth, that doeth good, and 
Rom. iii. 10. There is none 
righteous, no not one. V. 23, All have ſinned, 
and come ſhort of the glory of God. Gal. iii. 22. 
The ſcripture hath concluded all under fin.— 
AndWaie are = by nature the children of 
wraih. Eph. ii. 3. This, indeed, is the 


language of arp every where; and I 


am perſuaded, that your own conſciences 
will bear witneſs to the ſorrowful and humi- 
liating truth. I hope, therefore, that thoſe 
wild and abſurd ſchemes of human ſpecu- 
lation, to exalt the dignity and moral charac- 
ter of man, above his proper rank, in oppoſi- 
tion to ſcripture and common experience, will 
never. diſturb your thoughts, or intoxicate 
n * wich the vain pride of aſſuming 
B to 


[6 
to be what you are not. Humility becomes 


the preſent condition of man, as a miſerable 
finner. For we have loſt all, and have no- 


thing of our own to boaſt of, or to truſt in, 


to recommend us to the divine acceptance. 
We have loſt the moral image of God ; we 
are become his enemies by wicked works. Col. 1. 
21. We are under the curſe of the law, and 
liable to be condemned to everlaſting tor- 
ments in the future ſtate. Matt. xxv. 41. 
Gal. 11. 10. This being the real ſtate of 
every individual of mankind, as a rebel 
againſt God, let me earneſtly preſs each of 
you, 70 work out your own ſalvation, with 
fear and trembling ;, for it is God which work- | 
eth in you both to will, and to do, of his own 
good pleaſure. Phil. ii. 12. And remember, 
that this great work of ſalvation, muſt be 
done in you, and by you, or elſe Chriſt will 
diſown you, and ſay unto you, Depart from 
me, all ye workers of iniquity. Luke xi. 27. | 
See to it, then, my brethren, that there | 
be a real change wrought in you; that you | 
are made new creatures in Chriſt Feſus; that | 
old things are paſſed away, and that all things, | 
in your hearts and lives, are become new. 
2 Cor. v. 17. Is this your character ? Let 
me perſuade you to examine yourſelves again, 
and again; you can never do it too often. | 
The ſubject is the moſt important that you 


have any concern with—£Zverlaſting joy or 
_ everlaſting miſery, will be the ſure and certain 


conſequence of your preſent lite and charac- | 
ter, 


in truth. 


LS 1 
ter, according to what you have' done in the 
body, whether 1t be good or evil. 
Try yourlelves, therefore, by the infallible 
rule, the Word of God. The change that 
has been produced in the heart and life of 


every true chriſtian, is ſo great; the diffe- 


rence between the leading character of an im- 
penitent ſinner, and a ſincere believer, is ſo vi- 
fible ; and the declarations of ſcripture, are 
ſo plain and expreſs in this caſe, that I ſhould 
think it an eaſy matter for each of you to 
aſcertain your own real ſtate and condition. 
With your eyes open, under the divine con- 
duct of the word and ſpirit of God, if you 
labour with Vncerity, you cannot be long in 
doubt: You muſt know yourſelves, and the 
witneſs of your conſciences will be ſtrong 
far vant. or againſt vou. And remember; 


c» Af 4 — 2 


that this witneſs is not grounded in matters of 
fancy, and mere ſpeculation, but in deed and 
1 John iii. 18—21. My litile chil- 
dren, let us not love in word, neither in tongue, 
but in deed and in truth. And hereby «ve 


know that we are of the truth, and fhall af- D 


ſure our hearts before him. For if our heart 
condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and 
knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart ton- 


demn us not, wwe have confidence towards God. 


Sect. 6. The method of our recovery out of 
this ſtate of fin and miſery, is allo one of the 
peculiar glories of the goſpel. And, indeed, 
we owe the knowledge of this wonderful 

B 2 ſcheme 


1 
| ſcheme of free grace to the goſpel only. 1 
mean, the ſalvation of ſinners by Feſus Chrit. 
I have often dwelt upon this delightful ſub- 
ject among you; and I could wiſh that I | 
had occaſion to touch upon no other; and, | 
indeed, I cannot ſee how I may with pro- 
priety treat of any other, but in connection 
with that. As a miniſter, and as a chriſtian, | 
it is to me, my all in all. All the doFrines, | 
and all the duties of the chriſtian religion, 
ſeem to me to center in, and to flow from this | 
point. I would, therefore, in this ſenſe, | 
deſire, and determine not to know any thing 
among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him cruci- 
Neal 3 Cor. 1. 2. 
If ever I ſhould depart from this doctrine, 
and preach” any other among you, ye ſhall 
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the laſt judgment. But if CHriſt await in 
all his offices, has been preached unto you; 
if your /oft ſtate by ſin has been plainly laid 
open before you; if the full and free ſalva- 
tion by Chriſt has been repeatedly offered 
you; wn if any of you, after all, continue | 
to reject the counſel of God againſt your- | 
ſelves; let ſuch remember, that his is the | 
condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkneſs rather than Abt, be- | 
| cauſe their deeds were evil. 
1 Give me leave, now, my brethren, to remind 
Ph, you of ſome important particulars, reſpec- 
. ting the do#7rine of atonement, or ſalvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt the mediator ; and let” me engage 
you 
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| you to give the moſt ſerious attention, for 


the ſubject is moſt worthy of it. | 
This doctrine of redemption by Chriſt, is ſet 
forth in ſcripture, by a great variety of ex- 


preſſions and phraſes. For inſtance ; Chriſt 
is ſaid 70 lay down his life for us. John iii. 16. 
He gave himſelf for us. Titus ii. 14. He died 
or our /ins, 1 Cor. xv. 3. He was delivered 


for our offences. Rom. iv. 25. He was Woutt- 


aded for our tranſgreſſions, and was bruiſed for 


our iniquities. Iſaiah liii. 5. He bare our fins 


| in his own body on the tree. 1 Pet. ii. 24. The 
Lord laid on him the iniquities of us all. Iſa. 


Iu. 6. He was manifeſted to take away our 


ſins. 1 John iii. 5. He put away ſin by the 
ſacrifice of himſelf. Heb. ix. 26. Ile hath 


waſhed us from our ſins, in his own blood. 
Rev. 1. 5. The blood of Feſus Chriſt cleanſeth 
us from all fin. 1 John i. 7. Whom God hath 


%, forth to be 4 propitiation, through faith in 


his blood. Rom. iii. 29. He ſent his ſon to 
be a propitiation for our fins. John iv. 10. 
Chriſt hath purchaſed his church with his own 
blood. Acts xx. 28. The ſon of man: came — 
to give his life a ranſom for many, Matt. xx. 


28. Ie are. bought with a price. 2 Cor. vi. 


20. In whom we have redemption through 
bis blood. Eph. i. 7. Ile hath redeemed us 
to God by his blood. Rev. v. 9. Ye were re- 
deemed with the precious blood of Chrift.. 
1 Peter i. 19. And there are many other 
paſſages to the ſame purpoſe, both in the 


Old and New Teſtament, Surely, theſe are 
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and imply no more, than our repentance and 


: 
3 
f 
; 
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government ? And does not the ſcripture, in 


ſtrong and expreſſive words, and they muſt Ma 


have ſome meaning of great importance, re- MO 
ſpecting the means of our acceptance with God, | fi 
Hut is it poflible, can any thinking per- W* 
ſon imagine, that all theſe expreſſions mean 


our reformation 2 Here again I appeal to your | 
common ſenſe, reaſon and conſciences, whether i 
theſe ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture do not ex- 
preſly repreſent the death and ſefferings of 
Chriſt as the meritorious cauſe of our ſalva- 
tion? What need of all this variety of words, | 
full of plain references to the ſacrifices, | 
fin-offerings and atonements under the law; 
what need, I ſay, of all this, if Chriſt died 
only as a martyr to iruth Or merely as our 
example, and pattern? What think you, my 
brethren ? Does not the plain and obvious 
meaning of theſe and other ſcriptures point 
out to you, in the cleareſt manner, that 
Chriſt died purely on our account, and inf 
our ſtead; to expiate our guilt; to atone for 
our fins ; to fatisfy the demands of the law; 
and to reſtore the honour of God's moral 
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a variety of places, aſſert all this? 1 Peter 
ili. 18. [or Chriſt hath once ſuffered for fins, 
the juſt for the unjuſt, hat he might bring u. 
to God. i. e. Bring us to the peace and fa; 


vour of God now in the Kingdom of grace, 
and to the full enjoyment of God in the 
kingdom of glory for evermore. This, then 


is a great ſalvation indeed! worthy of 00 
an 


1 
and worthy of the higheſt approbation of 


our reaſon and conſciences. Let us, there- 
fore, receive it with grateful adorations, and 


take heed that none -of us fall to the fatal 


WJ deluſions of an evil heart of unbelief. | 


The only objections to this doctrine which 


came in my way, and are worth mentioning, 
= are theſe three, viz. ** That it is unintel- 


„ Agible.—“ That it claſhes with the doc- 


trine of free grace.” —* And, that it may 


„have a bad effect upon morals.” 
N. B. Theſe objections are to be ſeen in 


the writings of the Deifs, who deny the 


divine authority of the goſpel of Chriſt. I 
ſhall reply a word or two to each of theſe 
objections. 

Object. 1. It is aid, that it is wnintel- 
c [igible; beyond the comprehenſion of men 
*« and angels, and therefore unworthy of 
« God to contrive.” Moral Philoſopher, p. 
222. Anſw. The truth of a propoſition 
does not depend on our underſtanding it: It 


may be true, though we cannot comprehend - 


it. We allow this in a thouſand inſtances. 
in natural philoſophy ; and why not in divi- 
nity ? Sir Iſaac Newton was, perhaps, as great 
a philoſopher as any man now lving; and 
this great man had the modeſty and humility 
to own, that he believed the exiſtence of 
cauſes and effects, in natural things, which. 


he did not underſtand. For inſtance ; gra- 


vity and attraction. Vid. Newton's Princi- 
Pia, Defin. viii. And therefore, as we ac- 
. PD knowled ge 
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„„ 
knowledge many things in nature and believe 
that they : are, when we.do not underſtand how 
they are; why ſhould the ſame conduct be 
deemed abſurd in religion; eſpecially, where 
we are perſuaded our belief is founded on 
expreſs revelation ? 


From Pride, from Pride, our very Reaſoning ſprings ; 
Account for moral as for nat'ral things. 
Why charge we Heaven in 2%eſe, in theſe acquit ? 


In both, to reaſer right, is to ſubmit. 
| PoPE's Ela on Man. | 


un foid ran the eee of 


e redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, claſhes with 


« the doctrine of free grace, and that if 
* Chriſt made /ufictent ſatisfaction tor lin, to 
* pardon muſt be an act of juſtice, and not 


« an act of grace.“ Moral Philoſ. p. 149. 
Anſw. Here let it be conſidered, that all 


things which Chriſt our mediator has done 


or ſuffered on our account, are the pure 
produce of God's free grace. Chriſt himſelf 
is the free gift of God to a loſt world. John 

in. 16. For God ſo loved the world, that he 
gave bis only begotten ſon, &c. And redemp- 
tion and free grace are joined together by the 


apoſtle, Rom. iii. 24. Being juſtified freely by 


his grace, through the redemption that is in 


| Feſus Chriſt. And, what God has joined to- 


gether, let no man put aſunder. 
Objection 3. That the doctrine of 
8 * redemption by Chriſt, may have a bad 
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« effect upon morals.” Thus the Moral Phi- 


| lo/opber' repreſents it as making our perſonal 


obedience needleſs; and calls it the firong-hold 
of /i and Satan in the chriſtian world. P. 146. 
And Chubb ſays, that if we are recommend- 
ed to the favour of God, by the ſufferings 


* and interceſſion of Chriſt, then repentance 


* and reformation cannot be neceſlary.” 
Anſw. I am ſure that this is a falſe and 
groundleſs charge; and that for this plain 
reaſon, viz. That altho' the docrine of redemp- 
tion contains the moſt valuable bleſſings, held 
forth and freely offered to ſinners, yet, 
not one of Zheſe bleſſings is to be obtained, 
but in the way, and upon the terms of faith 
and repentance; and this faith and repentance 
always imply - at denying ungodlineſs and 
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and godly in this preſent world — For our Sa- 


viour Jeſus Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 


purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works. Titus ii. 12—14. This in- 
deed is the conſtant and uniform language 
of the goſpel. Rom. vi. 1, 2. What ſhall 
we ſay then? ſhall we continue in ſin, that 
grace may abound ? God forbid : how ſhall we 
that are dead to fin, live any longer therein? 
And I may ſafely ſay, that there is a neceſ- 
ſary connection between the proper belief 
of the dotrrine of redemption, and a life of ho- 
lineſs. 1 Peter ii. 24. Who his own ſelf bare 
our fins in his own body on the tree, that we 
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being dead to fin, ſhould live unto righleouſneſs. 
„ 1 1 

I am alſo very ſure that there are ſtronger 
and more effefFual reaſons and motives which 
may be drawn from this doctrine, to inforce 
practical religion, than from any other to- 


pics. Here behold the love of God and the 


evil of fin in the moſt convincing light. 
Where theſe arguments cannot prevail, no- 
thing will. —How fall we then eſcape, if we 
neglect ſo great ſalvation. Heb. 11. 3 

Upon the whole, then, let us adore, with 
gratitude, the God of all wiſdom and grace, 
who has made ſuch a wonderful proviſion for 
our effectual recovery from /n and miſery by 
the /ife and death of his own ſon Jeſus Chriſt. 

And if God has declared that he will fave: 


Aduitout and haliaau uc finnere in thie wan at 
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His own appointment, and in no other; let 


none of us, my brethren, have the preſump- 
tion to think that we are wiſer than God, 
and thereby run the dreadful riſque of pe- 
riſhing for ever by our own pride and folly. 

Let us rather reſign ourſelves to God, 
willing to be ſaved by him in that way 
which he has thought moſt worthy of his own 
moral perfections, and moſt ſuitable to our 
miſerable caſe. 5 

God forbid that any of us ſhould ever 
entertain thoſe anworthy and ungrateful ſenti- 
ments, which have the moſt direct tendency 


to debaſe the perſon, and to depreciate the 


merits of the Bleſſed Redeemer. Rather let 


us 


— * 
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us call upon all our powers to cultivate ſen- 


timents of the moſt unfeigned gratitude, faith, 
hope and love towards ſo great a benefactor, 


who loved us, and gave himſelf for us. 


May the Lord give you underſtanding in all 
things. Do not err, my beloved renn Bre. 


thren, pray for us. 
I am your fincere F riend, 


And Servant in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
ne Auguſt 28, 177 BM T. M. 


E. S. oj do pres God willing, ſometime 
hereafter, to addreſs you again on the fol- 
lowing ſubjects, viz. Converſion.— Repentunce 


raanards God —Fuith in Feſus Chriſt —Umverſal 


Holineſs —T he Neceſſity of Good Works—The 
Power of Man to do the Will of God —T he Di- 
vine Influences of the bleſſed Spirit — The ge- 
neral Call and Offer of grace and ſalvation oo 
Sinners by the Goſpel — We are ſaved by fre 

Grace, and loſt by our own free Choice * 
Importance of publick Worſhip, and of privatt 
and ſocial Prayer —T he Sacraments of the New 


Te eſtament, c. 


Having made the names, char and 
titles given to Chriſt, in the Old and New 
Teſtament, the general ſubjelt matter of my 
preaching to you for ſome time paſt ; which 


alſo, God willing, ſhall employ me for ſome 


time to come : It is my further intention, 


if 
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185 nue n uſe ſulneſs among you, when 1 have 


Wiſhed: that courſe, ro-preſent you, in this 


Publick manner, with A, ort ſketch of the 
. whole; 


All. the . tans: 3 vile: of 


Chriſt, are not only full of the moſt jmport- 


ant ſound doftrines, but alſo of the frongeft 


motives to, and reaſons for practical religion. 


F muſt” confeſs,” that theſe are to me the 
moſt reliſhing and improving ſubjects; and 
doubt not but that they are fo to you alſo- 

Was I always to entertain you with diſ- 


© courſes: on ſubjects of mere morality, I could 


never, in my own, mind, reconeile ſuch a 


conduct to the character of a goſpel miniſter.” 
„* Fhalbthert tele an opD Uh refreſh | 


your memories, in ſome points 0 Seat — 


1 


portance ii. religion; and alſo to endeavour 


to impreſs your conſciences with this truth, 
viz. That the moſt clear know!2dpe, and the 


moſt ſound belief, veſpecting che peculiar doc: 
krines of the goſpel, will anſwer no ſaving 
purpoſe at all, F they are productive or. 
m, ſa! ob: dience; to-the-precepts of Chriſty 


As Door te, without faith, are Hel 0 


fel. without works, is Grad allo. | ins $498 


N. B. If: any Miniſters, after j Perus hie 


lde Piectz: . Huld'think that it may prove, 
Dy the Divine Bleſſing, ef ome ſerviee to 

- and com mop i 

a few* to Aiſtribſit 


applying to che 


ie us, tney 1 have . 


